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I U. S . DEPARTIffiNT OF LABOR 
\ •y y^'''ly-^-'y' -ypy, WAGE AND HOUR D I V I S I O N 

. a -* , . Vfashington y^r ' . . :P' : 

' '- ''r . y p • „ CARPET AND RUG INDUSTRY COMMITTEE RECOMi!SNDS 40-CEWT ••.yy.y^ 

,;,..•;:. .• : '.V • ' ' :. ' y y MINIMUM WAGE FOR M ĴOR PART OF INDUSTRY •? • -

The Carpot and Rug Indus t ry Committeo today mado an informal r e p o r t t o 

Colonel P h i l i p B, Floming, A d n i n i s t r a t o r , Wage and Hour Div i s ion , U, S. Department 

o f 'Labor , t h a t i t had voted t o recommend a min invan--wage of 40 oonts an-hour for 

t h a t p a r t of t h e i n d u s t r j ' ongagod i n nanufaotxiring v/ool ca rpe t yarns and v/ool rugff 

and c a r p e t s , and a ninimum of 35 cents on hour f orworkors on ca rpe t s and rugs mado 

of o t h e r f i b e r s , *t'^i'i''...''":ryyr:"-iyp^-., , ': 'P:.y .. - - . , . -'ry' y. ' -- ' 

Should t he se minimum wages be appr ova d by the Ad-.i inistrator a f t e r a pub l i c 

h e a r i n g , in which i n t e r e s t e d p a r t i e s ztixy appear in support of or oppos i t ion t o tho 

p r o p o s a l , t h e y would i nc rea se the h o u r l y wage r a t o s of about 1,100 workers in the 

ca rpe t and rug i n d u s t r y . About 1,000 of these v d l l be r a i s e d to 40 cen t s an h o u r , 

Tlie t o t a l nunber of workers in the i n d u s t i y approximates 31,000, 

•: Tho araiouncencnt t h a t tho conmittoo had reached a dec i s ion t o roconr.iend tho 

35 ond 40-cent mininvons was conta inod in a l e t t e r rocoivod by Colonol Flening f r o n 

Arthur D, H i l l , of Boston, who served as a pub l i c ncnber and chairman of tho 

committee. The l e t t e r fo l l ows : 

^'Colonel P h i l i p B, F len ing 
Adminis t ra tor 
TWago and Hour Divis ion ' ,' 
tJ. S, Dopartmont of Labor < 
Washington, D. C, 

Door Colonel Fle i i ing; 

Indus t ry Connittoo No, 12 for the Carpet and Rug Indus t ry under t h e Fa i r Labor 
S-tandards Act t oday , by a major i ty v o t o , decidod to recommend a nininun. wago of 40 
cen t s an hoia? for onpioyoes eigaged in tho manufacture of wool carpe t yarns and wool 
rugs ccid c a r p e t s , and 35 cen ts an hour for c a r p e t s ar^d rugs made of other f i b e r s , as 
covered by the d e f i n i t i o n s for the rug and carpe t i n d u s t r y . 

(4929) 



- 2 -

"Tho recomnondations were voted Wednesday a f te rnoon , Ju ly 10, a t t h e c lose of 
the s e s s i o n v/hich opened a t 10:00 A.M., Tuesday, Ju ly 9, The s e s s i o n was devoted 
t o tho d i scuss ion of evidoncc prosontod by the s t a f f of tho Wago and Hour Di'vision 
and -the Buroau of Labor S t a t i s t i c s , as wol l as the con ten t ions n'-.dc by r e p r e s e n t a ­
t i v e s of b o t h enployers ond labor o r g a n i z a t i o n s who a re members of the comni t t eo , 

"Al l tho nenbers of tho c o n n i t t e e a t t e n d e d the meeting a t v±iich t h e votes on 
tho roconnandat ion woro t a k e n . Thoy a r e , in a d d i t i o n to myself : 

For tho P u b l i c ; 
Thonas L . Norton, Buffa lo , N, Y. 
W i l l i a n N, Loucks, Morion S t a . , Pa . 
Gen, IY. I . IVostorvclt , Chicago, 111, 

For tho Enployoos; 
F ranc i s P . Fenton, Yfeshington, D. C. 
Praiik Middolaor, Thonpscn-ville, Conn, 
Ei:iil Ricvo, New York, N, Y. 
Rol la L. 7fcllr.cc, P h i l a d e l p h i a , Pa . 

For -the Employers; 
J . L, Eastv/ick, Br idgepor t , P a . 
Lutlicr H. Hodges, Spray, N. C, 
H, G. .Knov/land, New York, N, Y. 
Carl E. S t c i g e r , OshJcosh, Wise, 
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Yours s i n c e r e l y , 

/TPth-ur-D. H i l l , -
Chc. ir-::aji" 
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