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For hwrcase Aftornoon Paprers ‘
Thursday, July 11, 1940 R=895

U, S. DEPARTMENT OF LABOR
WAGE AND HOUR DIVISION
Washington :

CARPET AND RUG INDUSTRY COMMITTEE RBCOBE@NDS 40=CENT
MINIMUM WAGE FOR MAJOR PART OF INDUSTRY

The Carpet and Rug'Industry Committee today made an informal report to
Colonel Philip B. Floming, Adnmistmtor, Wage and Hour Divisim Us Se Dopa r’c"xont
of 'Labor, that it ho.d voted to recormend a minim.m woge of 40 conts an: hour for
that part of the industry ongeged in manufaevurmg wool carpct yarns and wool rugs
and carpets, and o ninimum of 35 cents an hour forworkers on carpets and rugs made
of other fibers,

Should these minimum wages be approved by the Administrator after a publie
hearing, in which intercsted parties may appecr in support of or opposition to the
proposal, they would increase the hourly wage rates of about 1,100 workers in the
corpet and rug industry, About 1,000 of these will be raised to 40 cents an hour,
'j.‘he total number of workcrs in the industry approximatces 31,000,

‘ The announceront that the committec had rceched a decision to rocommend the
35 and 40=cont minimums was contained in a letter roceived by Colonel Flening fronm
Arthur D, Hill, of Boston, who scrved as a public nember and chairman of the
eormittee, The letter follows:

"Colonel Philip B, Flening

Administrator

Woge and How Division

ts S Dopartrent of Lgbor

Washington, D, C,

Dear Colonel Fleming:

Industry Cormittce Noe 12 for the Carpet cnd Rug Industry under the Fair Labor
Standards Act todoy, by a majority vote, deecided to rocommend o minimum wage of 40
cents an hour for employces engaged in the manufocture of wool carpet yarns and wool

rugs ond carpets, and 35 cents on howr for carpets and rugs moade of other fibers, as
covered by the definitions for the rug and coarpet incdustry.
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"The recormendations were voted Wednesday aftornoon, July 10, at the close of
the session which opened at 10:00 A.M,, Tuesday, July 9. The scssion was dovoted
to the discussion of evidence presemted by the stoff of the Wage and Houwr Division
and the Burcau of Lobor Statistics, as well as the contentions nade by represento-
tives of both cmploycrs and labor organizations who arc members of the committec,

"All the members of the committcc attended the meeting at which the votes on
the rocormendation wero taken, They arc, in addition to nmysclf':

For the Publics For the Employccs:

Thonmas Le Norton, Buffalo, Ne Y. Froncis P, Fenton, Washington, D, C.
Williem N, Loucks, Morion Sto., Pae Pronk Middelaer, Thompsonville, Conn,
Gene We Io Westervelt, Chicago, Ill, Emil Riove, Now York, N, Y,

Rolla L, Wollece, Philedelphia, Pa.

For the Enploycrss
Je Le Bastwick, Bridgepert, Pa,
Luther H, Hodges, Spray, Ne Ce
Re Geo HKnowlewid, Wew York, i, Y.
Carl E, Stciger, Oshkosh, Wisc,

Yours sinccrcly,

o 7 g » e i AR g v ey B ‘arrth_ur.-n. Hill'- s A
Che irmon™
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